This is a book unsure of its audience. Olson is a history professor in Texas, and has written a fine history of cancer for historians and students -- *Bathsheba's Breast: Women, Cancer and History* (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2002), and thus one expects good things of an in-depth study of one of the largest and most significant cancer research institutions in the world, the M D Anderson Center in Houston. Yet this book is chiefly a series of personal stories, and these small pieces of its long and diverse history are given little by way of analysis or contextualisation in any wider story of medical research or cancer care. The style of writing is often as one finds in popular histories of science, of The Man Who Changed Everything type, slightly sentimental and over-dramatised.

*Making Cancer History* does contain some valuable and detailed vignettes of key pieces of research and innovations in care structures ranging from trial design to patient in-hospital shopping facilities. The section discussing developments in on-site and after-care services in the 1970s and 1980s, as patients were increasingly encouraged to approach medical services as consumers, is especially engaging, as Olson traces out the happy marriage between volunteer services and the desires of patients and survivors to have places to shop or receive a beauty treatment within the hospital complex; and the epilogue, the story of Olson's own long history with cancer, is a fine piece of autobiography that would make excellent study material for any junior doctor. Yet in many places the writing abruptly changes style, and the inserted stories of personal horror are not connected with the more scholarly case studies -- there is no over-arching pattern in which to place these patches so as to make sense of vividly described amputations and haemorrhages.

Further, Olson offers one-page histories of a century of surgery, two millennia of theories of cancer, and fifty years of industrial chemical research, juxtaposing these with tales of dying patients who were ill twenty years too early to be saved or who bore excruciating pain to no good effect because they were born in the wrong century -- at these points it is not clear whom Olson is addressing or of what he is trying to persuade them. Where analysis is offered of the significance of an innovation in research or approach to treatment, it is often borrowed from other writers who have covered the same ground with as much rigour and more historiographical care, such as John Laszlo, *The Cure of Childhood Leukemia: Into the Age of Miracles* (New Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1996) who is heavily yet incorrectly cited in Olson's chapter on the rise of medical oncology in the late 1960s -- and Peter Keating and Alberto Cambrosio -- see, for example, 'From Screening to Research: The Cure of Leukaemia and the Early Development of the Co-operative Oncology Groups, 1955--1966', *Bulletin of the History of Medicine*, 76 (2002), 299--334.

There are pockets of useful information in *Making Cancer History*, mostly drawn from Olson's interviews, such as the impact of desegregation on the hospital, and policy makers' arguments with researchers over the implementation of new legislation in 1971 designed to protect the rights of humans used as experimental subjects, but this is not a book to be read cover to cover, and the reader is offered no satisfactory exploration or explanation of the role of the MD Anderson Cancer Center in international efforts to make cancer history.
